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HAT more has been done for §uﬁan independence, more for tﬁq causé of ‘freedom, more for the honor of this great countru, by one single newspaper, the
New York Journal, than by the entire agency and power of this great Government.'—From the speech of Congressman D. A. De Armond, of Missouri,
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Michaelson, Pioneer Gorrespondent.

CHAFTER L

MICHELSON, JOURNAL'S PIONEER IN
CUBA.

Charles Michelson was the first newspaper correspondent to g2
to Cuba. He was sent 'y the Journal. He is fhe only American
newspaper man who made a completa tour of the i{sland during the
rebellion just ended. Mlichelson went down shortly after the re-
belllon was slarted. Marshal Martinez Campoa was then in com-
mand of the Spunizh forces on the island. Campos permitted Mi-
chelson to go all over the island, and the dispatches sent to the
Jouraal by him, nt that time particularly, were thersfora of both
varied Interest and widely accepted relabllity,

As long as Campos was in command Michelson was alile to do
his work witheut interference, and Jotirnal readers were . ther=fors
treated with a profusion of argjoles of both general and news val-
uas from the pen of this gifted writer. When Campos, the humane,
who ‘was respectetdl even by his opponents In® arms, was recalled
and Weyler succeeded to the command In Cuba, however, Mr. <M
ehelton  found the sitidation & much mors difficult one. He en-
deavored to be atill true to his Instructiong 19 “get the news whera-
@ver it happened,” and with his interpreter, Larenzo Beatancourt,
and his camera. it still continued to be true that there was no
more ublguitous person in Cuba than Journal Correspondent Mi-

chelson.
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Murat tlalstead Coes to the Front.

GHAPTER II, |
MURAT HALSTEAD GOES TO THE
FRONT FOR THE JOURNAL

Theres wers many important polnts about Cuba, the lnsurree-
thon, the peopie, ihe sifustion, generally gpeaking, in the Pearl of
the Antiiles—on which cunsiderable doubt Lungered. The Journal
devlded to clear these doubts one way ar the other, and to that end
Murai Halstead, the distinguished joum.a!]st and publicist, was
commissionsd to wo to Havana, The rebellion was in Its first year
when My. Halstead landed in Cubs's capital. Hig mission had pro-
volked comment throughout the country, and everybody was on the
tiptoe of excltement asg to the verdiot that he would prondunes,

Ay, Halstewd's dispatches to the Journal at the time wers
most comprehensive and Instructlve, They were studiad cleossly
In oficial and leglslative circlés In Washington, and the great mass
of people who knew him to be o competent observer of men and
things read them with ¢agerness.

General Weyler sucoumbed w0 3r. Halstead and gave the Jour-
nal's eommissioner the first Interview accorded by him in Cuba to
any newspaper repressniotive. They were searching qguestions
that the “Eutcher” had te answer befere Mr, Halstead was satis-
flzd. Havinz commandasd ‘gecess to the “Buteher's' presence, Mr.
Halsteud thereafter made good use of the privilege for the bensfit
of all cther Americanl newspaper men In Havana, Weylsr was
sreking cvery possible oppurturpity to annoy and harass them, but
Mr. Halstend made him dezist, repreasentihy to him that it wes not
they who were résponsible far the edlterial attitude of thelr varl-
oba papers, for which Weyler had been blaming them, but the man-
ggers gf the papers at home.

Wihile these correspondents were furnishing Jowrnal readers
-k 2= rite pows abaut Cuba, other porresponéents were watching
eévants jn Spain, The princlpel of these was Don Msanuel Alhama,
one of the jeading journallets of Madrid. The Journal, however,
WeS 00t pontent with communications from its owmn corrcspond-
ents. In March, 1808, the Queen Iegent, haraelf, through Prime
Minister Sagasta, addreased the Joupnal. There had béen anti-
American rlots In Spain, and so the Journal eabled fo the Queen,
ofiering her ita columns for any message she might desire to send
to the American peonla.

. Her auswer was halled everywhere as on2 of the mosat distinct
triumphs of many vesrs for Amenican Journzilsm: She sald the
tiota were {nsfguificant, addirg:

“¥et it would be Impossikla to deny that the sentiment of dis-
&ust In Spaln to-duy I8 unanimous and excesdingly deep seated,
nere #o, indeed, than it has been since the beginning of the cen-

based on the propesal to recogrize the belligereacy of a

.
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CUBA'S

THE JOURNAL WON
INDEPENDENCE.

OW that the war with Spain is over and Cuba is free from Spanish rule, the Journal looks back with pardonable
pride on the part it played in the momentous international episode,

Far back in the early days of the rebellion the Journal cheered the Cubans and advocated their cause. When
the rbellion was in its first year and the Journal had just come under its present management, the declaration was made, edi-

torially, that “Cuba must and shall be free.”
That promise the Journal has kept.

It has taken three years of agitation to bring about the happy result. At no time, however, was there any doubt that
the end would be as the Journal set out to make it—Cuba's long-deferred hope of liberation from the tyranny of Spanish

voke realized,

In Havana, among the Spaniards; in the interior of Cuba, with the patriots; in Washington, where lay the greatest
potentiality of the situation; in Madrid, the fountain of the iniquity that for three centuries had flooded th}‘e fair island—
wherever, in fact, there was work to be done, there Journal commissioners were sent, and there they labored that, as the

Journal had promised, Cuba should be free.

They braved perils on land and sea, perils of disease and pestilence, and perils of war.

Thevy faced death in the

swamps of Cuba, suffered imprisonment in foul, Spanish dungeons, and risked capture by Weyler's troops when capture

meant a short shirift and execution,

/

Nothing daunted them in the discharge of their duties, and the Journal rejoices to-day that under its direction their
work has borne its full fruit, having helped to render successful the latest effort to establish democracy in this hemisphere.
There was never any faltering in the Journal's course. In season and out of season its voice was raised in behalf of
the struggling patriots until the freedom of Cuba became to the people of the United States an ideal, an ever-present am-
bition; until legislative and then official Washington waked to the necessities of the hour and struck those blows whiéﬁh

have wrenched the shackles from Cuba's wrists.

"Relg:ognitioh of belligerency is not enough,” the Journal long ago admonished Congress and the Executive, -

General Bradley Johnson in an Explosion.

CHAPTER IIL
GEN. JOHNSON GOES TO THE FRONT.

The exhaustive study which Murat Halstead had made for the
Journal of Cuba—political, social, indnstrial and the Uke—was sup-
plementad by the observations on the ground of the exlsting mil-
{tary conditions by a widely recognized military expert—General
Bradley 7. Johnson, the Confederate soldler,

General Johneon was commissioned by the Journal to go to
Havana to do this work, and the beneficlaries were the readers of
the Journal only. Like the great majority of those who went to
Cuba to report the war, he was not disposed In favor of the Cu-
bans, and like all of them, he was no gooner on the Island, face to
face with 8panish oppression, treachery and bassness than he be-
came an enthuslastic advocate of the Cubans and their cause.

General Jebknson hed a very narrow ezcape from death by in-
surgents’ bullets and dynamite. He was riding in Matanzas prov-
ince in a train, which the Cubans partly deralled by an explasion
¢f dynamite. They then fired into the train, which wasg earrving a
company of Spanish goldlers. Genernl Johnson waia badly shalken
up by the exploslon, and & bullet pessed through his coat, but he

Rescue of miss Clsneros,

GHAPTER IV.
THE CISNEROS RESCUE.

The first news of the Journal's rescue of Miss Cisneros from the
Casz de Rlcojidas was told in the Issue of Octoher 8. The herole
rescue was told in detall on Qctober 10, At once America's best wo-
men and statesmen hegan to shower thelr congratulationg upon this
paper, Secretary of State Sherman eald of the deed:

*While I cannct discuss Bpain or Cuba, every onc will sympa~
thize with the Journal's enterprise in releasing Miss Cisneros. She
is a woman."” _ :

The whole country applauded the act, and the local Cuban ¢ol-
ony went wild with joy. Weyler raged at the Journal from Hevana,
and It looked for & time as {f interngational complleations might an-
sue. SHeeretary Lyman Gage, Ellzabeth Cady Stanton and General
Julio Sangully declared the rescue was linparalleled in history for
coal daring.

By October 13 the digseussion of the ocourrence had grown so
widespraad thet the Cablnet took it under consideration, President
McKinley stated that Secretary Sherman's eplgrammatic statemant
1o the Journal “voiced the unofficial sentiments of the Administra-

L became & hero, known the world over. . .
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Mrs, Rulz Presenting Her Gase to the President.

CHAPTER V.
EXPOSURE OF DR. RUIZ’S MURDER.

The Journal wds foremost In bringing to light In March, 1807,
the brutal murder of Dr. Rlecardo Ruiz, an American citlzen, who
was beaten to denth n & 8panish prigon, where he was held fncom-
munieado for weeks and denled the privilege of sesing Els wife or
children, who dally remalined near the walls of the prison,

On the flimsiest charge he was dragsed from his family by the_

soldlers of F¥Fonsderiella, military governor of Guanabagoa, and
thrown inte & nolsesome cell. )

The Journal unéarthed a lot of additional faects concerning the .

murder of Rulz, and these were placed beforas the Tinited BStates
guthorities. In utter want were the olildren and wlidow of Rulz
when thes Journal brought the family to this eity and provided
them with comfortable guarters, e

Later the Journal caused Mrs. Rulz and her chlidren to be
taken to Washington, where an audience was obtainad wilh Presl-
dent McKinley, to whom Mrs. Rulz told her pititul =tory.

Through the efforts of the Journal substantial assistance was
procured for the widow and her children.

Dynamite for Journal Men,

CHAPTER VI
DYNAMITE FOR JOURNAL MEN.

The Journal's indefatigable energy in behalf of Cuba's fresdam,
both at home and abroad, of course arcused the hatred of the Span-
Ish toward the Journal and Journul men. Bafore the Spaniards blew
up the Malne they tried to dynamite the Journal eorvespondents In
the Journal burean in the Amerfean Consulats bullding at Havana.

This happencd in December, 1887. Several times bombs which
falled to explode were thrown into the Journal offices. Finally the
repeated attempts to dynamite the Journal men's working place so
alarmed the owners of the property that they ordered the Journal
to seek dther quarters, ;

When the flrst bomb was found in front of the bullding It was
supposed that the Amerlean Consulate was belpg almed at in re-
venge for the pro-Cuban attitude of ths United States, When it
finally bacame spparent. howaover, to the Havena authorities that it
wis the Journal men who were almed at, the corden of Spanish
guards who had been placed arcund the building was at ones
withéravm, . } * ;

Always unoflicially, and very often officially, the Spanish ham-
pered the Journal correspondernts up to within & few days of the
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One Long Triumph for
The Journalism
That Acts.
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S De Lome’s insuding Letter,

CHAPTER VIL

DE LOME’S INSULTING
SECURED

On February 9, 1898, the worst insult to the United States In ite
history—the calling of President McKinley by Spain’s Minister, Du-!
puy De Loms, “a low politlclan, eatering to the mbble” in o letter
written by De Lome to Jose Canelejas, editor of the Heraldo, of
Madrid—was exelusively announced in the Journal, which also crusey
?a national sensation by securing and publishing & fac-simlle of the

tter.

It was in such language as he used In hia letter to Canalejas that
Minister De Lome often referred to the Amerlean people. It was
not hie first offence, Nearly twenty years befors he had published »
Yook, “From Madrid to Mallrld, Around the Wonld,” in which ¥
slurred America and its people. To the women he was particular
obnoxlous In the paesages devoted to them. .

In the letter In sghich he characterized the Prestdent as.a I
politician Be Lome showed his hate of the Journal by saying:

“Nearly all the newspaper canaille which swarms {1 your he
gre English, and at the same time that they are correspondents
the Journal they are also correspondents for the best newspapers t
reviews in London, Thus It har hoen since the beginning.'

The letter came into the possession of the Journal and by
was lald bare to the world,

LETTER

The Competitor Court Martial,

CHAPTER VIII,
JOURNAL RELEASES COMPETITOR’
CREW.

The Journal with charactarietic alacrity and promptness, move
weeks In advance of the Unlted Btates Glovernment to obtain the
relsdse of the craw of the Competitor, who were arrested at Havana
and logked up for weeks in the Cabanas, 'The men, Americans, sut-
fered great hardship In prlsen, and, although their detention was
palpably witheut justification, the Spanish authorities declined to re-
lease them and kept them locked, Incomunicade, in vile dungeons.
The Journal gave great publicity to the case, and demanded of thelr
Government that the imprisoned men be interceded for.

The 8tate Department finally, spurred by the Journal, made &
demend on Spain for the release of the crew of the Competitor, whic
was complied with.

The orew arrived in this city, and thelr first act was to 8r
thanks to the Journal for thelr prompt deliverance from a Spar
prison.

The day following the publleation of the President's message,
which the President held out no hope to poor, suffering Cuba, -
Jourpal gent a stafl of reporters to Washington to poll the Fifty-fi
Congrees uypon five vital Issues, Chief among these issues was
conglderation of Cuban belligersncy or independence. FPolle w
taken on either aspedt of the subject. The result of the polll
showed that in the House a majority stood in favor of granting © |
ligerent rights; on Cuban recognition, 68 vates registerad the majorits
opposed to granting the independsnea pt the Island.

On the same dny the Journal published. excluslvely, the figurss
and facta contalned In & secret yeport furnished to President Meo-
Kinley at his reguest. This repprt was submitted to him before ha
had finighed writing his messags.

The report showed only too plainly the awful inronds starvation
and continued wor were maklong among the poor of the Island. The
eruel polley of concentration was then In vogwe. With the Journal,
President Meliinley toole the stand that eoncentration, besides hav-
irig utterly falled as a war measure, was cruel, inhuman and not
elvilized wdr. Tt wwds exterminatien.

Thanlks to the Journal, the release from a Spanish milltary hos-
pltal of Augnstin Caassio ¥ Serrane, father of Evangelinn Clsneros,
was secured, and Evangelina's father was clothed by the Journal and
furnished with transportation to this city. Here he met his beautiful
daughter, from whose slde ha had ruthlessly hfen torn by the Span-

feh soldiers and throwsinto prison. =




